
SC-200 Exam Questions on Configure 

Protections and Detections: A Smart 

Strategic to Answering Them Right 

If you are preparing for the Microsoft Security Operations Analyst certification, mastering 

how to handle Microsoft Azure SC-200 Exam Questions on the "Configure Protections 

and Detections" domain is not optional it is the foundation of your passing strategy. This 

domain carries significant weight in the final exam, and candidates who approach it without 

a structured methodology often find themselves second-guessing answers that should feel 

familiar. This article breaks down exactly how to approach these SC-200 exam questions 

with precision, analytical thinking, and exam-aligned reasoning. 

Understanding What "Configure Protections and 
Detections" Actually Tests in SC-200 Exam Questions  

Before you can answer SC-200 exam questions effectively, you need to understand what the 

examiners are actually measuring. This domain does not simply ask you to define tools it 

asks whether you can operationalize them. Microsoft wants to confirm that you can configure 

Microsoft Defender for Endpoint, manage alert policies in Microsoft Defender for Office 365, 

and set up detection rules in Microsoft Sentinel that respond intelligently to real threat 

scenarios. 

The exam tests your ability to distinguish between configuring a protection versus enabling 

one. For example, enabling Safe Attachments in Defender for Office 365 is a click but 

configuring it correctly for a specific business use case involves choosing between Dynamic 

Delivery, Block, and Replace modes based on organizational risk tolerance. SC-200 exam 

questions will test that judgment layer, not just recall. 

How to Read SC-200 Exam Questions Without 

Misreading the Scenario 

One of the most common failure points in SC-200 exam questions is misreading the scenario 

context. Microsoft exam scenarios are deliberately layered they include environment details, 

compliance constraints, and operational requirements that all matter. Skipping a single 

sentence can send your answer in the wrong direction. 

A proven reading strategy: read the final SC-200 question sentence first, then go back and 

read the scenario. This tells you what to look for rather than absorbing every detail blindly. 

When the question asks about configuring a detection rule in Microsoft Sentinel, you should 

immediately flag keywords like "low false-positive rate," "near real-time," or "custom KQL 

logic" because each points to a different answer path. 

https://www.p2pexams.com/microsoft/pdf/sc-200


Key Topic Areas and How to Approach Them in the 

Exam 

Topic Area What the Exam Tests Common Trap 

Microsoft Defender 

for Endpoint 

Attack surface reduction rules, 

endpoint detection configuration 

Confusing audit mode with 

block mode 

Microsoft Defender 

for Office 365 

Safe Links, Safe Attachments, 

anti-phishing policies 

Misidentifying policy scope 

(user vs. organization) 

Microsoft Sentinel 

Analytics Rules 

Scheduled vs. NRT rules, KQL 

logic, alert thresholds 

Choosing Fusion rule when a 

scheduled rule is correct 

Microsoft Defender 

for Cloud Apps 

Session policies, access policies, 

app connectors 

Mixing up monitoring-only vs. 

active enforcement 

Threat Intelligence 

Integration 

TI matching analytics, 

TAXII/STIX configuration 

Applying threat intel to wrong 

workspace scope 

Study this table actively. When you encounter SC-200 exam questions tied to these areas, 

your first task is to identify which row of your mental model applies then reason through the 

answer from a practitioner's standpoint. 

Answering Questions on Microsoft Sentinel 

Detection Rules 

Microsoft Sentinel detection configuration is one of the most scenario-heavy sections you 

will face in SC-200 exam questions. The exam frequently presents a scenario where a SOC 

team needs to detect a specific attack pattern and asks you to select the correct analytics rule 

type. 

Near Real-Time (NRT) rules run approximately every minute and are designed for 

high-priority, low-latency detections. Scheduled analytics rules are more flexible and support 

complex KQL queries with longer lookback windows. Fusion rules use machine learning to 

correlate signals across multiple data sources they are not user-configurable in the 

traditional sense. If the question involves customization or KQL, the answer is almost never 

Fusion. 

When the scenario mentions a custom detection for lateral movement using process creation 

logs from Microsoft Defender for Endpoint connected to Sentinel, the correct approach 

involves a Scheduled rule with a KQL query filtering on specific EventID values and 

parent-child process relationships not an NRT rule, because the query complexity exceeds 

NRT's supported scope. 



Configuring Microsoft Defender for Endpoint: 

What the Exam Expects You to Know Cold 

SC-200 exam questions on Defender for Endpoint often hinge on the difference between 

configuration levels. Attack Surface Reduction (ASR) rules operate in three modes: audit, 

warn, and block. The exam will present a scenario where a security team wants to observe 

the impact of a rule before enforcing it the answer is audit mode, not warn mode, because 

warn mode still interrupts the user with a notification. 

Similarly, SC-200 questions about device onboarding will test whether you know the correct 

onboarding method per platform. Windows 10 and later support local script, Group Policy, 

Microsoft Intune, and Configuration Manager. Linux onboarding uses a different agent 

entirely. Choosing the wrong onboarding method in an SC-200 exam question scenario is a 

trap that catches candidates who memorized features without understanding platform scope. 

Preparation That Matches How the Exam Actually 

Thinks 

Passing the SC-200 is not about reading documentation it is about building judgment that 

transfers directly into exam scenarios. Candidates who struggle with SC-200 exam questions 

on this domain typically have strong conceptual knowledge but weak scenario application. 

The gap closes through deliberate practice with realistic, scenario-based questions that 

mirror Microsoft's actual exam structure. 

If you are serious about closing that gap before exam day, P2PExams is built precisely for 

candidates like you. Their SC-200 practice question bank covers the full syllabus including 

every objective under Configure Protections and Detections with questions designed to 

reflect the real exam's scenario depth and answer logic. Available as both PDF and an 

interactive Practice Test application, P2PExams lets you simulate the actual exam 

environment so that nothing on test day feels unfamiliar. A free demo is available so you can 

evaluate the quality before committing. For candidates who want to pass quickly, 

confidently, and without wasting time on surface-level preparation, this is the no-nonsense 

system that delivers. 

Frequently Asked Questions  

Do SC-200 exam questions on this domain require deep KQL knowledge? 

Yes not expert-level, but functional. You should be able to read a KQL query and identify its 

logical intent, even if you cannot write it from memory. Several SC-200 exam questions 

present a query and ask whether it achieves the stated detection goal. 

Is Microsoft Defender for Cloud Apps heavily tested in this section? 



It appears in scenario questions focused on shadow IT discovery, conditional access app 

control, and session policy configuration. Expect one to three questions that require you to 

distinguish between monitoring-only policies and actively enforced session controls. 

How do anti-phishing policies differ from Safe Links in exam scenarios? 

Anti-phishing policies address impersonation, spoof intelligence, and mailbox intelligence. 

Safe Links addresses URL detonation at click-time. The exam will describe a specific attack 

vector and ask which policy addresses it conflating these two is a common error in SC-200 

exam questions. 
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